Simple sequence repeat polymorphism within the p53 gene.
This report describes a new polymorphism, in intron 3 of the p53 gene, which consists of a single repeat of 16 nucleotides, absent in the published wild-type p53 gene sequence. In the Caucasian population tested (n = 82), 28% of individuals were heterozygotes for this polymorphism. Using PCR-based analysis, we were able to demonstrate p53 allelic losses in three of six breast tumors from heterozygote patients tested.